
POLISCI 3220F – Summer 2026  
Politics of the Global South 

 
Professor: Sebastián Vallejo Vera, PhD  
Office: SSC 7221 
(Virtual) Office Hours: Tuesdays from 2:00 PM to 3:15 PM 
Email: sebastian.vallejo@uwo.ca 
  
Class Time: Asynchronous (so, whenever you have time) 
Class: All recordings are available in OWL 
(https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/le/lessons/186689/units/3778635)  
  
Course Description 
  
The course focuses on three areas: democracy, development, and society. We will 
approach these three broad topics using a comparative lens (i.e., Why are some 
countries more democratic than other? Why are "developed" countries more 
democratic than "developing" countries?). We will also study how institutions and 
historical political processes affect these three areas. The ultimate goal of this class 
is for you to critically engage with new concepts and material in a comparative 
perspective. 
  
Class Format and Attendance 
  
All classes will be held asynchronously. All recordings will be available in OWL 
(https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/le/lessons/186689/units/3778635). I will 
update that recordings as I record them, but all of them should be available by the 
second week. One benefit of asynchronous classes is that it allows you to follow 
them at your own pace. There are no formal requirements for you to watch all 
lessons, but I will assume that you will (at least most of you). There are, however, 
some assignments that are accessible only through the class recording, so I 
encourage you to watch them all (not only for the assignments but let the 
assignments be an additional motivation). In addition to the recordings being 
available in OWL, all lecture slides are also available in OWL (Perusall: 
https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/le/lessons/186689/topics/3778647).  
  
Class Expectations 
  

1. I hope you watch all the recordings (as one can only hope). I, once again, 
encourage you to watch all recordings.  

mailto:sebastian.vallejo@uwo.ca
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2. When leaving comments in Perusall, please be respectful to other students’ 
opinions.  

3. Enjoy the course!  
 
Late Work Policy 
Here's a real-life secret for you: legally defined adults are late with things ALL 
THE TIME. (Surely this isn't a secret for you, who have waited for a “soon” from 
your teacher to correct that essay or respond to an email... And yes, I shamelessly 
include myself in that group). 
 
That said, deadlines serve their purpose. They can create an external structure to 
help you plan your workload and prevent everything from piling up on you. 
Furthermore, we live (and learn) in a community. If many of you turn in your work 
late, it makes planning the material we need to cover more challenging for me.  
In this class, there are two types of deadlines: 1) the fatal ones, which are deadlines 
that cannot be postponed, and 2) the non-fatal ones, which are suggestions and 
planning guides (rather than arbitrary and punitive dates meant to generate 
anxiety). The fatal deadlines are those that are immovable for practical reasons. For 
example, any work submitted to me after the deadline I must submit grades will 
not be considered because, well, I will have already submitted grades. Similarly, 
due to their nature, the Final Exam and the Major Project must be submitted within 
the agreed-upon times. 
 
The non-fatal deadlines are more flexible. While I strongly recommend that you 
keep up with the class schedule, I also acknowledge that things happen (e.g., global 
pandemics, climate crises, life events). Since I don't want your assignments to pile 
up and I also don't want you to feel like you must disappear if you submit 
something late, for the rest of the deadlines (e.g., Readings), I have adopted a 
slightly more "liberal" policy regarding extensions. The only thing I ask is that you 
proactively communicate with me to find solutions for any delays that will allow 
you to successfully complete the course. Note that, even if there is no penalty for 
late submission, if fall behind on the readings, you lose important context during 
the lecture. Finally, remember that I also have a life outside the classroom, and it is 
partly scheduled around important course dates. If you submit an assignment late, 
there's a good chance it will take me longer to return it corrected. 
 
Office Hours 
  
Please watch this video: https://vimeo.com/270014784 
  

https://vimeo.com/270014784


Many students often think that office hours are the time I should not be disturbed, 
which is the exact opposite of what they are for. Office hours are set times 
dedicated to all of you. Office hours are the times I will definitely be available for 
a Zoom call or call across any other medium. This is the best and easiest way to 
find me outside of class and the best chance for discussing class material and 
concerns. Or concerns about school. Or life. Please call!  
  
Outside of regularly scheduled office hours, you can always send me an email and 
make an appointment with me on some other time. College can be difficult. Do not 
suffer in silence! Come talk to me! 
  
Readings 
  
The main external platform we will use in this class is Perusall 
(www.perusall.com). Perusall is a free collaborative annotation tool that allows you 
to analyze texts collaboratively. All the required texts for the class, the most 
important supplementary readings, and the dates on which you should have them 
completed, are available on Perusall. Part of your grade will be calculated based on 
the annotations and comments you make on Perusall. Perusall is automatically 
integrated to Brightspace (see Content: 
https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/le/lessons/186689/topics/3778647).  
  
How does Perusall work? 
  
Once you access the course page on Perusall, you can click on the "Getting 
Started" tab (upper left corner) to better understand how Perusall works. 
  
In summary, Perusall is a collaborative tool for reading, commenting, and 
annotating texts. Imagine Facebook, but all the posts are the class readings. 
Collaboration allows you to get the help you need while also starting discussions 
and debates about the covered material. For example, if you have a question or 
some information to share about a passage in the reading, highlight the text and 
write your comment (as an annotation). You can also respond to your classmates' 
annotations in real time and upvote questions or comments that you find relevant. 
Good annotations contribute to the class by stimulating debates, explaining your 
analytical process, helping others, and highlighting key points. Beyond that, it 
allows me, as the instructor, to see what you understand from the readings, which 
elements generate the most interest, what questions arise from the reading, and 
how you are analyzing the texts. 
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Your careful reading and comments will be graded (by the platform itself). The 
elements that will be graded include: 
  

• Your thoughtful contribution of questions and comments to the class 
discussion. 

• Starting the reading on time. 
• Reading in parts (instead of trying to read everything in one go). 
• Completing the entire reading. 
• Making questions and comments that elicit responses from your classmates. 
• Answering questions from other classmates. 

  
A complete guide on how to achieve a good grade on Perusall can be found in the 
following document: https://perusall.com/downloads/scoring-examples.pdf. 
  
Course Requirements 
  
Final Exam (30pts): There is one final exam worth 30pts. The exam will be 
taken online.   
  
Lecture Assignments (25pts): Throughout different recordings, you will see links 
to assignments related to that lecture’s topic. The instructions to each assignment 
will be posted with the assignment. There are no specific due dates for these 
assignments, but they all must be submitted before May 31 (end of day). There will 
be a total of 5 assignments; the combined score of the assignments will be 25pts.    
  
Readings and annotations (15pts): Reading and annotating the material through 
Perusall is required and will be graded. The combined score for the semester is 
worth 15pts.  
  
Major Project (30pts):[1] For the final project, you are tasked with teaching a 
concept or idea learned in class to a broad audience, or “outsiders.” You can use 
any medium you want, except for a standard essay, and no tweet (X) threads. Be as 
creative as you want! Some ideas include: record a podcast, create a photo exhibit, 
write a long-form blog post or magazine piece, create a graphic novel, write a set 
of poems, make a diorama, or create a political cartoon. The world is your oyster! 
Regardless of medium, all projects will be evaluated using the following criteria:  

1. Demonstrates a clear understanding of the concept (10 points)  
2. Makes clear why the concept is important for the politics of the Global 

South (5 points)  
3. Uses language that is accessible to a broad audience (5 points)  

https://perusall.com/downloads/scoring-examples.pdf


4. Demonstrates effort commensurate with a final class project (5 points)  
5. Creativity and imaginative thinking (5 points)  

  
Class participation: I mean… try getting in a group and throwing a watch party 
out of the lectures. Spice it up with a DID HE REALLY JUST SAY THAT bingo 
you got yourself a PAR-TEY. Have some snacks, some spirited drinks (if you are 
of age), enjoy the recordings!! That is class participation (still, not graded).  
  
Gradings and Important Dates 
  
            Final Exam                    30%      due date: TBD 
            Lecture Assignments      25%      due date: May 31 
            Major Project                 30%      due date: May 31  
            Annotated Readings       15% 
            Total                            100% 
  
  
A Final Note 
  
The ultimate goal of this class is for you to critically engage with new concepts and 
material in a comparative perspective. With any luck, both the substance of the 
course, as well as the way we approach the material, will serve to enrich your 
professional and academic lives. I believe that the best way to achieve is as a 
learning community, rather than as a punitive panopticon. Thus, there is much 
flexibility in due dates and participation. Do not confuse this with an “easy class.” 
The class is not easy. However, I believe that you are in a stage of your academic 
careers (and lives) where discipline and motivation can be self-imposed. I trust that 
this will be the case.  
  
Prerequisite(s) 
  
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission 
from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course, and it will be 
deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no 
adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing 
to have the necessary prerequisites. 
  
  



Non-medical and medical accommodation 
  
Besides the Final Exam, all work can be submitted online. In the case of a non-
medical absence during the Final Exam, the student can contact me and take the 
Exam in my office the following Monday at 9:30 AM. Further information is found 
in the Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness 
(https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm). 
  
If documentation is required for either medical or non-medical academic 
accommodation, then such documentation must be submitted directly to the 
appropriate Faculty Dean`s office and not to the instructor. Only the Dean’s office 
can determine if accommodation is warranted. 
  
Statement on Academic Offences 
  
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 
appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic 
Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.  
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Part I: Introduction 
  
Topic  1: Introduction to the course: What is the Global South world? 

• Define the scope of the course. 
• Review the structure and requirements of the course. 
• Compare our area of study to the “developed” world.  
• Why study the developing world? 

  
Readings: 
Handelman (2011). The Challenge of Third World Development. Pearson. Chapter 
1: 1-16.  
Calvert and Calvert (2019). Politics and Society in the Developing World. Pearson. 
Chapter 1: 1- 
64. (Optional) 
  
Topic  2: Overview: Democracy, dictatorship, and institutions  

• Defining concepts: democracy, dictatorship, and institutions. 
• Broad comparison in terms of democracy, dictatorship, and institutions. 

  
Readings: 
Samuels (2013). Comparative Politics. Pearson. Chapter 3: 59-65.  
Samuels (2013). Comparative Politics. Pearson. Chapter 3: 91-114.  
  
Topic  3: Theories of development 

• Modernization. 
• Dependency theory. 
• The radical tradition. 

  
Readings: 
Handelman (2011). The Challenge of Third World Development. Pearson. Chapter 
1: 16-26. 
Munck (2021). Rethinking Development Marxist Perspectives. Palgrave. Chapter 
1: 8-14. 
  
Topic  4: Why are some countries rich and some countries poor? 

• Institutions and economic development. 
  
Readings: 
Acemoglu and Robinson (2012). Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power 
Prosperity, and  



Poverty. Profile Books. Chapter 3: 70-95.   
  
Part II: Democracy and dictatorship in the developing world  
  
Topic  5: Democracy and democratization 

• What is democracy?  
• When do countries democratize? 
• When do/did developing countries democratized? 

  
Readings: 
Handelman (2011). The Challenge of Third World Development. Pearson. Chapter 
2: 27-55. 
Calvert and Calvert (2019). Politics and Society in the Developing World. Pearson. 
Chapter 8:  
357-373. (Optional) 
  
Topic 6: Dictatorship and democratic backsliding 

• What is dictatorship? 
• When do democracies break down / backslide? 
• When do/did developing countries transition to autocracies / backslide? 

  
Readings: 
Calvert and Calvert (2019). Politics and Society in the Developing World. Pearson. 
Chapter 8:  
337-357.  
Levitsky and Ziblatt (2018). How Democracies Die. Crown. Introduction: 8-23. 
(Optional) 
  
Topic 7: Democracy and the quality of democracy: The Latin American experience 

• The history of democratization in Latin America 
• Democratic backsliding and regime change in Latin America 

  
Readings: 
Munck and Luna (2023). Latin American Politics and Society. A Comparative and 
Historical  
Perspective. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 5: 469-560.   
  
  



Part III: Developing countries, institutions, and society 
  
Topic 8: Political institutions in the developing world I 

• Systems of government in the developing world 
• Systems of government and regime stability 

  
Readings: 
Calvert and Calvert (2019). Politics and Society in the Developing World. Pearson. 
Chapter 7:  
299-333.  
   
Topic 9: Political institutions in the developing world II 

• Electoral systems, electoral strategies, and elections 
• Party systems and parties in the developing world 

  
Readings: 
Munck and Luna (2023). Latin American Politics and Society. A Comparative and 
Historical  
Perspective. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 7: 680-769. (Optional)   
    
Topic 10: Racial identity, ethnicity, and politics (in the developing world) 

• What is racial identity? What is ethnicity? 
• Ethnicity and conflict in the (developing) world.  
• Racial identity and racists structures in the (developing) world.  

  
Readings: 
Handelman (2011). The Challenge of Third World Development. Pearson. Chapter 
4: 94-130. 
Golash-Boza and Bonilla (2013). “Rethinking race, racism, identity and ideology 
in Latin  
America.” Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 36, No. 10: 1485-1489. (Optional) 
  
Topic 11: Gender and politics (in the developing world) 

• How do we understand gender in a political context?  
• The role of gender in the developing world.  
• Submission of Major Project due! 

  
Readings: 
Handelman (2011). The Challenge of Third World Development. Pearson. Chapter 
5: 133-163. 



Htun (2004). “Is Gender like Ethnicity? The Political Representation of Identity  
Groups,” Perspective on Politics, Vol. 2, No. 3: 439-458. (Optional) 
  
  
  
 
 

 
[1] I borrowed this idea from Prof. Hakeem Jefferson.For inspiration, you can see 
what previous cohorts have done here: 
https://westernu.brightspace.com/d2l/le/lessons/186689/topics/3779147 
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